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(57) ABSTRACT

A field effect transistor (FET) having a source, a drain and a
gate includes a first connection electrically connected to the
gate near a first end of the gate, a second connection electri-
cally connected to the gate near the first end of the gate, a third
connection electrically connected to the gate near a second
end of the gate, and a fourth connection electrically connected
to the gate near the second end of the gate. By performing gate
resistance measurements at different ambient temperatures, a
thermal coefficient of gate resistance can be derived and then
used to monitor the gate temperature, which is representative
of the channel temperature.
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PROVIDING THE FET WITH A FIRST CONNECTION
ELECTRICALLY CONNECTED TO THE GATE NEAR A FIRST

END OF THE GATE, A SECOND CONNECTION

ELECTRICALLY CONNECTED TO THE GATE NEAR THE 100
FIRST END OF THE GATE, A THIRD CONNECTION
ELECTRICALLY CONNECTED TO THE GATE NEAR A

SECOND END OF THE GATE, AND A FOURTH

CONNECTION ELECTRICALLY CONNECTED TO THE GATE
NEAR THE SECOND END OF THE GATE

SENSING A FIRST AMBIENT TEMPERATURE OF THE FET 102

|
APPLYING A FIRST VOLTAGE TO THE FIRST CONNECTION 104

|

FORCING A CURRENT INTO THE THIRD CONNECTION 106

SENSING A SECOND VOLTAGE ACROSS THE SECOND 108
AND FOURTH CONNECTIONS

DIVIDING THE SENSED SECOND VOLTAGE BY THE 110
CURRENT TO OBTAIN A FIRST GATE RESISTANCE
ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIRST AMBIENT TEMPERATURE

@ FIG. 6A
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T

REPEATING THE STEPS OF FIG. 6A AT A SECOND

AMBIENT TEMPERATURE OF THE FET TO OBTAIN A

SECOND GATE RESISTANCE ASSOCIATED WITH THE
SECOND AMBIENT TEMPERATURE 112

DERIVING A TEMPERATURE COEFFICIENT OF 114
RESISTANCE FOR THE GATE BY DIVIDING A FIRST
DIFFERENCE OF THE SECOND GATE RESISTANCE MINUS
THE FIRST GATE RESISTANCE BY A SECOND DIFFERENCE
OF THE SECOND AMBIENT TEMPERATURE MINUS THE

FIRST AMBIENT TEMPERATURE.

FIG. 6B
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APPLYING A FIRST VOLTAGE TO THE FIRST CONNECTION 118

FORCING CURRENT INTO THE THIRD CONNECTION 120

|
SENSING A FOURTH VOLTAGE ACROSS THE SECOND AND
FOURTH CONNECTIONS 122

DIVIDING THE SENSED FOURTH VOLTAGE BY THE
CURRENT TO OBTAIN A THIRD GATE RESISTANCE 124

DIVIDING THE THIRD GATE RESISTANCE BY THE DERIVED
TEMPERATURE COEFFICIENT OF RESISTANCE TO 126
DETERMINE A GATE TEMPERATURE

FIG. 6C
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1
TEST STRUCTURE TO MONITOR THE
IN-SITU CHANNEL TEMPERATURE OF
FIELD EFFECT TRANSISTORS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This is a divisional application of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 12/499,603, filed on Jul. 8, 2009, which is incorpo-
rated herein as though set forth in full.

FIELD

This disclosure relates to field effect transistors (FETs),
and in particular to test structures and methods for monitoring
the channel temperature of FETs.

BACKGROUND

There are two known prior art methods for measuring the
on-chip temperature of a FET based integrated circuit. The
firstis to use thermal diodes, which may be on-chip or near the
chip being monitored. This method requires a well character-
ized and stable diode. For measuring the on-chip temperature
of'a FET, a gate schottky diode, a gate p-n diode, a source to
body diode, or a drain to body diode may be used. These
on-chip thermal diodes work well when the current-voltage
(IV) characteristic has a known dependence on temperature.
Most technologies based on silicon rely on thermal diodes to
determine the on-chip temperature. However, generally only
a small number and sometimes only one thermal diode is
placed on-chip so only an average chip temperature can be
measured. This may not be sufficient when many circuits
need to be monitored. Even if more thermal diodes are placed
on-chip, the proximity ofthe thermal diodes to the location on
acircuitto be measured is generally limited to distances much
greater than a micron, which lowers the accuracy of the tem-
perature measurement.

Thermal diodes can provide reasonably accurate continu-
ous real-time data; however, a key disadvantage with this
method is that many compound semiconductors, such as
GaN, SiC, and GaAs, are not mature enough to have well
characterized and stable thermal diodes.

Another method is to use an infrared (IR) camera. This
method involves using a rather bulky camera that is usually
several thousand times the volume of the actual integrated
circuit to produce a 2D temperature profile of the integrated
circuit surface. Because this method requires a camera, it is
suitable for monitoring the temperature of developmental and
engineering prototypes, but not for monitoring the tempera-
ture of integrated circuits in use in commerce. Another dis-
advantage is that the IR radiation used by the camera limits
the spatial resolution to approximately 10 microns; however,
the region of interest may have critical dimensions less than
one micron. Furthermore, this method only provides the aver-
age integrated circuit surface temperature within the spatial
resolution of the IR camera.

Accurate monitoring of the temperature of FETs during
operation is especially important when they are used in high
power applications such as in electric vehicles. In the prior art
substantial amounts of cooling equipment are used to main-
tain the temperature of the FETs below their theoretic capa-
bility. By monitoring the temperature of the FETs during
operation, the FETs can be safely operated at a higher tem-
perature thereby reducing the amount of cooling equipment
and saving cost and weight.
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What are needed are test structures and methods for accu-
rately monitoring the channel temperature of FETs. Also
needed are test structures and methods for monitoring the
channel temperature of FETs built with compound semicon-
ductors, such as GaN, SiC, and GaAs. The embodiments of
the present disclosure answer these and other needs.

SUMMARY

In a first embodiment disclosed herein, a field effect tran-
sistor (FET) having a source, a drain and a gate includes a first
connection electrically connected to the gate near a first end
of'the gate, a second connection electrically connected to the
gate near the first end of the gate, a third connection electri-
cally connected to the gate near a second end of the gate, and
a fourth connection electrically connected to the gate near the
second end of the gate.

In another embodiment disclosed herein, a circuit for
monitoring a temperature in a field effect transistor (FET)
having a source, a drain and a gate comprises a current source
electrically connected to the gate near the first end of the gate
and electrically connected to the gate near the second end of
the gate, and a voltage sensor electrically connected to the
gate near the first end of the gate and electrically connected to
the gate near the second end of the gate.

In yet another embodiment disclosed herein, a method for
monitoring a temperature in a field effect transistor (FET)
having a source, a drain and a gate comprises providing the
FET with a first connection electrically connected to the gate
near a first end of the gate, a second connection electrically
connected to the gate near the first end of the gate, a third
connection electrically connected to the gate near a second
end of the gate, and a fourth connection electrically connected
to the gate near the second end of the gate, sensing a first
ambient temperature of the FET, forcing a first current from
the third connection to the first connection, sensing a first
voltage across the second and fourth connection, and dividing
the sensed first voltage by the current to obtain a first gate
resistance associated with the first ambient temperature.

In yet another embodiment disclosed herein, a method for
monitoring a temperature in a field effect transistor (FET)
having a source, a drain and a gate, and having a first connec-
tion electrically connected to the gate near a first end of the
gate, a second connection electrically connected to the gate
near the first end of the gate, a third connection electrically
connected to the gate near a second end of the gate, and a
fourth connection electrically connected to the gate near the
second end of the gate includes providing a temperature coef-
ficient of gate resistance, forcing a current from the third
connection to the first connection, sensing a second voltage
across the second connection and the fourth connection,
dividing the sensed second voltage by the current to obtain a
gate resistance, and dividing the gate resistance by the pro-
vided temperature coefficient of gate resistance to determine
a gate temperature.

In another embodiment disclosed herein, a field effect tran-
sistor (FET) having a source, a drain and a gate, the FET
comprises a first connection electrically connected to the gate
near a first end of the gate, and a second connection electri-
cally connected to the gate near a second end of the gate.

In yet another embodiment disclosed herein, a circuit for
monitoring a temperature in a field effect transistor (FET)
having a source, a drain and a gate comprises a current source
electrically connected between a first end of the gate and a
second end of the gate, a voltage sensor electrically connected
to the first end of the gate and to the second end of the gate.
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In still another embodiment disclosed herein, a method for
monitoring a temperature in a field effect transistor (FET)
having a source, a drain and a gate comprises providing the
FET with a first connection electrically connected to the gate
near a first end of the gate, and a second connection electri-
cally connected to the gate near a second end of the gate,
sensing a first ambient temperature of the FET, forcing a first
current from the first connection to the second connection,
sensing a first voltage between the first connection and the
second connection, and dividing the sensed first voltage by
the first current to obtain a first gate resistance associated with
the first ambient temperature.

In yet another embodiment disclosed herein, in a method
for monitoring a temperature in a field effect transistor (FET)
having a source, a drain and a gate, and having a first connec-
tion electrically connected to the gate near a first end of the
gate, and a second connection electrically connected to the
gate near a second end of the gate, the method comprises
providing a temperature coefficient of gate resistance, forcing
a current from the first connection to the second connection,
sensing a voltage between the first connection and the second
connection, dividing the sensed voltage by the current to
obtain a gate resistance, and dividing the gate resistance by
the provided temperature coefficient of gate resistance to
determine a gate temperature.

These and other features and advantages will become fur-
ther apparent from the detailed description and accompany-
ing figures that follow. In the figures and description, numer-
als indicate the various features, like numerals referring to
like features throughout both the drawings and the descrip-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a representative FET in accordance with the
prior art;

FIG. 2 shows an FET with test structures for monitoring the
channel temperature in accordance with the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 3 shows the FET of FIG. 2 connected to a measure-
ment circuit in accordance with the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is an example graph showing the FET gate resis-
tance versus FET ambient temperature in accordance with the
present disclosure;

FIG. 5 shows a circuit having two FETs with test structures
for monitoring the channel temperature in the FETs in accor-
dance with the present disclosure;

FIGS. 6A-6C are flow diagrams of a method for monitor-
ing a temperature in a field effect transistor (FET) in accor-
dance with the present disclosure;

FIG. 7A is a another figure similar to FIG. 2 showing an
FET with test structures for monitoring the channel tempera-
ture in accordance with the present disclosure; and

FIG. 7B shows another FET with test structures for moni-
toring the channel temperature in accordance with the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth to clearly describe various specific embodiments
disclosed herein. One skilled in the art, however, will under-
stand that the presently claimed invention may be practiced
without all of the specific details discussed below. In other
instances, well known features have not been described so as
not to obscure the invention.
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Referring to FIG. 1, a representative FET 10 in accordance
with the prior art is shown. FET 10 has a gate 12, a source 14
and a drain 16. The FET 10 and the FETs described through-
out this disclosure may be any type of FET including but not
limited to Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor FETs (MOSFETs),
Metal-Semiconductor FETs (MOSFETs), Metal-insulator-
semiconductor FETs (MOSFETs), junction FETs (JFETs),
and heterojunction FETs (HFETs). Connections may be
made to the gate 12, source 14 and drain 16 of the FET 10 by
metal interconnects to vias or pads on a substrate. For
example, pad 18 is connected to the gate 12 by metal inter-
connect 11, pad 20 is connected to the source 14 by metal
interconnect 13, and pad 22 is connected to the drain 16 by
metal interconnect 15, all of which may be on a substrate (not
shown).

FIG. 2 shows an FET 30 with integral test structures for
monitoring the channel temperature in accordance with the
present disclosure. As described further below, these integral
test structures provide the means for monitoring the FET gate
temperature and thereby the FET channel temperature. The
source 14 and drain 16 are electrically connected in a similar
manner to that described in relation to FIG. 1. However,
instead of the gate 28 in the FET 30 having only one connec-
tion, as shown for the prior art gate 12 in FIG. 1, gate 28 has
four connections. There are two connections from pads G1A
32 and G1B 34 that connect to gate 28 near a first end 40 of the
gate 28, and two connections from pads G1C 36 and G1D 38
that connect to the gate 28 near a second end 42 of the gate 28.
A person skilled in the art will understand that the two con-
nections to each end of gate 28 can be made by various means
including pads, vias, and other forms of interconnect. In FIG.
2, pad G1A 32 is electrically connected to the first end 40 of
gate 28 by metal interconnect 31 and pad G1B 34 is electri-
cally connected to the first end 40 of gate 28 by metal inter-
connect 33. Also in FIG. 2 pad G1C 36 is electrically con-
nected to the second end 42 of gate 28 by metal interconnect
35 and pad G1D 38 is electrically connected to the second end
42 of gate 28 by metal interconnect 37.

If the temperature dependence of the gate resistance
defined as the resistance between the first end 40 of the gate
28 and the second end 42 of the gate 28 is characterized, then
the temperature of the channel between the source 14 and the
drain 16 of the FET 30 may be accurately monitored, because
the gate 28 may be no more than 25 nanometers away from the
channel. So if the gate temperature can be monitored, then the
channel temperature can be monitored with high accuracy.

FIG. 3 shows the FET 30 of FIG. 2 connected to a mea-
surement circuit 50 in accordance with the present disclosure.
Measurement circuit 50 is used to measure the temperature
dependence of the resistance between the first end 40 of the
gate 28 and the second end 42 of the gate 28. Measurement
circuit 50 may be implemented by test equipment, a circuit on
the same substrate as FET 30, an IC on a different substrate
but in the same package as FET 30, or any combination of
these. Having the measurement circuit separate may be pref-
erable in order to thermally isolate the measurement circuit
50 from the FET 30.

In one embodiment, the temperature dependence of the
resistance between the first end 40 of the gate 28 and the
second end 42 of'the gate 28 is measured by forcing zero volts
on pad G1A 32 via line 52, which is connected between the
measurement circuit 50 and pad G1A 32. Then a fixed current
(D) is forced into pad G1C 36 via line 54, which is connected
between the measurement circuit 50 and G1C 36. The current
travels from pad G1C 36 to the second end 42 of the gate 28,
then through gate 28 to the first end 40 of the gate 28 and to
pad G1A 32 and back to the measurement circuit via line 52.
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A first sense probe may be connected from the measure-
ment circuit 50 to pad G1D 38 via line 58 and a second sense
probe may be connected from the measurement circuit 50 to
pad G1B 34 via line 56. These first and second sense probes
may be Kelvin probes, which are well known to those skilled
in the art and have very high impedance. By using high
impedance probes, very little or no current flows through pad
G1B 34 or through pad G1D 38 or connections to the pads.

By sensing the voltage between the first and second sense
probes the voltage difference between the first end 40 and
second end 42 of the gate 28 can be measured with high
accuracy. This voltage difference V is caused by the current
forced via pad G1C 36 through gate 28 from the second end
42 to the first end 40 and the gate resistance, and is the result
of the well known relation V=IxR, where 1 is the forced
current and R is the gate 28 resistance between the first end 40
and the second end 42 of gate 28.

Because the forced current I is known, once the voltage
difference V is measured, then the gate 28 resistance between
the first end 40 and the second end 42 of gate 28 is calculated
from the well known relation R=V/I.

The magnitude of current I forced into pad G1C 36 cannot
result in a voltage across the gate 28 that is comparable to the
turn-on voltage of a gate Schottky diode in the case of HFET
or JFET type devices, because if the voltage across the gate 28
was such that the gate Schottky diode turned on, then the
forced current would be directed through the diode rather the
gate, which would interfere with measuring the voltage dif-
ference across the gate 28 to obtain the gate resistance.

The measurement of the voltage difference between the
first end 40 and second end 42 of the gate 28 may then be
repeated at various ambient temperatures of the FET 30. The
ambient temperature of the FET 30 may be varied by cooling
or heating up the area or surfaces surrounding the FET 30,
such as, for example, the substrate upon which the FET 30 is
mounted or a case in which the FET 30 is packaged. All of the
measurements should be performed with no voltage at the
source 14 or drain 16 and no current passing through the
source 14 or drain 16.

The gate resistance derived from the voltage difference
measurements between the first end 40 and second end 42 of
the gate 28 for each ambient temperature may then be plotted
versus the ambient temperature. FIG. 4 shows an example
graph showing the linear relationship 66 between a FET gate
resistance 62 on the y axis and the FET ambient temperature
64 on the x axis. For example, the gate resistance correspond-
ing to ambient temperature 70 is gate resistance 68. The slope
of' the linear relationship 66 is the gate resistance change per
ambient temperature change and is the Temperature Coeffi-
cient of Resistance (TCR) for the gate 28.

The temperature dependence of the gate resistance is
expected to be linear, but need not be linear. The user can
repeat the gate resistance measurement at as many ambient
temperatures as deemed necessary. In the case where the gate
resistance is not linear with temperature, the measured gate
resistance versus temperature can act as a lookup table.

Once the Temperature Coefficient of Resistance (TCR) for
the gate 28 is derived by performing the above process or
constructing a lookup table, the gate resistance measurement
can be performed with the source and drain biased. In a
common configuration, the source 14, which is connected
with metal interconnect 13 to pad 20, may be set to zero volts
via line 57 from measurement circuit 50, and the drain 16,
which is connected with metal interconnect 15 to pad 22, may
be set to a positive voltage via line 59 from measurement
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circuit 50. The positive voltage applied to the drain 22 can be
varied to change the bias between the source 14 and the drain
16.

When the source 14 and the drain 16 are biased, the current
forced from the measurement circuit 50 into G1C 36 should
be constrained so that the resulting voltage difference across
from the first end 40 to the second end 42 of the gate 28 does
not result in a significant difference in the forced gate to
source voltage (Vo); otherwise, current in the channel
between the source 14 and the drain 16 may spatially vary
along the length of the gate 28, which would lower the accu-
racy of the measurement.

The derived gate resistance under source 14 to drain 16
bias, which is again calculated from the well known relation
R=V/I, can be converted into a gate 28 temperature for each
bias between the source 14 and the drain 16 by dividing the
gate resistance by the Temperature Coefficient of Resistance
(TCR) previously derived for the gate 28. Because the gate 28
may be no more than 25 nanometers away from the channel
between the source 14 and the drain 16, the channel tempera-
ture can be monitored with high accuracy.

Different gate bias voltages can also be applied by chang-
ing the voltage on the pad G1A 32 connected to the first end
ot 40 of gate 28.

In another embodiment there are only two extra connec-
tions to the gate 28. In this embodiment pads GIB 34 and GID
38, shown in FIG. 3 are eliminated and instead the voltage
measurements are performed across pads G1A 32 and G1C
36, rather than across pads GIB 34 and GID 38. This reduces
the area required for pads, but provides less voltage measure-
ment accuracy.

In yet another embodiment each of the pads GIB 34 and
GID 38 are a pad pair instead of a single pad.

In another embodiment the measurement circuit 50, which
sources current on line 54 to pad G1C 36 and a single voltage
on line 52 to pad G1A 32, may include a second current
source that forces an equal but negative current on pad G1A
32. This second current source prevents the current injected
into pad G1C 36 from exiting the gate into the channel. This
is particularly useful for applications with JFETs or HFETs
without a gate insulator.

Using the FET design and the measurement circuit
described above, the channel temperature of the FET 30 can
be continuously monitored while the FET is in normal opera-
tion. This is especially important for FETs that are used for
power electronics to improve their performance and reliabil-
ity. Many other applications utilizing multiple FET gates in
parallel with one another are also expected to benefit from this
method over the prior art. In these prior art devices there is
only one connection to each gate, as shown for gate 12 in the
prior art FET 10 shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 shows a circuit having two FETs with test structures
for monitoring the channel temperature in the FETSs in accor-
dance with the present disclosure. Each FET in FIG. 5 has two
connections to each end ofthe gate. For instance, the first gate
(G1) 28, has two connections 32 and 34 on a first end of the
first gate 28 and a two connections 36 and 38 on a second end
of'the first gate 28. The second gate (G2) 98, has two connec-
tions 82 and 84 on a first end of the second gate 98 and a two
connections 86 and 88 on a second end of the second gate 98.
The same measurements that are described above in relation
to FIG. 3 may be made independently on each gate 28 and 98
to derive the Temperature Coefficient of Resistance (TCR) for
each gate 28 and 98, respectively. These TCRs can then be
used together with information on the ambient temperature
and source drain biases to monitor the channel temperature of
each FET.
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Although the measurements can be performed indepen-
dently on each gate, it is expected that the extracted TCR will
be identical for both, because the FETs are simultaneously
fabricated and in very close proximity. One skilled in the art
will understand that FIG. 5 is only one example and that there
can be many FETs fabricated in close proximity.

One skilled in the art will understand that the presently
claimed invention may be practiced with any FETs including
homo-junction FETs and heterojunction FETs and FETs
made of various materials including but not limited to Si,
GaN, GaAs, InP, and SiC.

FIGS. 6 A-6C A are flow diagrams of a method for moni-
toring a temperature in a field effect transistor (FET) having a
source 14, a drain 16 and a gate 28. In step 100 a FET is
provided with a first connection 32 electrically connected to
the gate 28 near a first end 40 of the gate 28, a second
connection 34 electrically connected to the gate 28 near the
first end 40 of the gate 28, a third connection 36 electrically
connected to the gate 28 near a second end 42 of the gate 28,
and a fourth connection 38 electrically connected to the gate
28 near the second end 42 of the gate 28. In step 102 a first
ambient temperature of the FET is sensed. Then in step 104 a
first voltage is applied to the first connection 32. Next in step
106 a current is forced into the third connection 36. The first
voltage is set to ensure that a current source is formed
between the third connection 36 and the first connection 32
and that current flows between the third connection 36 and the
first connection 32. Then in step 108 a second voltage is
sensed across the second 34 and fourth 38 connections. Then
in step 110 the sensed second voltage is divided by the current
to obtain a first gate resistance associated with the first ambi-
ent temperature.

In step 112 shown in FIG. 6B the steps of FIG. 6A are
repeated at a second ambient temperature of the FET to obtain
a second gate resistance associated with the second ambient
temperature.

Then in step 114 a temperature coefficient of resistance for
the gate 28 is derived by dividing a first difference of the
second gate resistance minus the first gate resistance by a
second difference of the second ambient temperature minus
the first ambient temperature.

For further characterization of the FET gate resistance a
voltage may be applied across the source 14 and drain 16, so
that current flows in the FET channel during the steps of
FIGS. 6 A and 6B, because during normal operation a source
to drain voltage may also be present.

In operation, to determine the temperature of the gate 28
the steps of FIG. 6C may be performed. In step 118 a first
voltage is applied to the first connection 32. Next in step 120
a current is forced into the third connection 36. The first
voltage is set to ensure that a current source is formed
between the third connection 36 and the first connection 32
and that current flows between the third connection 36 and the
first connection 32. Then in step 122 a fourth voltage is sensed
across the second connection 34 and fourth connection 38. In
step 124 the sensed fourth voltage is divided by the current to
obtain a third gate resistance for gate 28. Finally, in step 126
the third gate resistance is divided by the derived temperature
coefficient of resistance to determine the temperature of gate
28. Because the gate 28 is in very close proximity to the FET
channel, the gate temperature is able to accurately measure
the temperature of the channel.

FIG. 7A is a another figure similar to FIG. 2 showing an
FET 150 with test structures for monitoring the channel tem-
perature in accordance with the present disclosure. In FIG.
7A the FET 150 is shown in a top planar view, showing the
source 14, the gate 28 and the drain 16. There are connections
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from near a first end 40 of the gate 28 to pads G1A 32 and G1B
34. There are also connections near the second end 42 of the
gate 28 to pads G1A C 36 and G1D 38. A current source 53 is
electrically connected between pads G1A 32 and G1C 36, and
a voltage monitor 55 is electrically connected between pads
G1B 34 and G1D 38. A known current from current source 53
is forced through gate 28 from second end 42 to first end 40,
and probes 56 and 58 from voltage monitor 55 are connected
to pads G1D 38 and G1B 34. The voltage monitor 55 senses
the voltage across the gate 28 caused by the current from the
current source 53. By using high impedance probes, which
may be Kelvin probes, very little or no current flows through
the probes themselves or through the pads G1D 38 and G1B
34 or through the lines 33 and 37, so the voltage measurement
in quite accurate. By dividing the sensed voltage by the
known current from the current source 53, the resistance
across the gate 28 can be determined and given the tempera-
ture coefficient of resistance, the temperature of the gate 28
can be determined by dividing the resistance across the gate
28 by the temperature coefficient of resistance, as described
above.

FIG. 7B shows another embodiment of an FET 160 with
test structures for monitoring the channel temperature in
accordance with the present disclosure. In FIG. 7B the FET
160 is shown in a top planar view, showing the source 14, the
gate 28 and the drain 16. There is a connection from near a
first end 40 of the gate 28 to a pad G2B 206. There is also a
connection near the second end 42 of the gate 28 to pad G2A
200. A current source 53 is electrically connected between
pads G2A 200 and G2B 206, and a voltage monitor 55 is also
electrically connected between pads G2A 200 and G2B 206.
A known current from current source 53 is forced through
gate 28 from second end 42 to first end 40, and probes 56 and
56 from voltage monitor 55, which may be Kelvin probes, are
connected to pads G2A 200 and G2B 206. The voltage moni-
tor 55 senses the voltage across the gate 28 caused by the
current from the current source 53; however this voltage
measurement is less accurate than the system of FIG. 7B,
because there may be voltage drops across the pads G2A and
(2B and lines 202, 204, 208 and 210 caused by their resis-
tance and the flow of current through them from current
source 53. In any event, the inaccuracy of this voltage mea-
surement may be taken into account by calibrating the resis-
tance of the pads and the lines. By dividing the sensed voltage
by the known current from the current source 53, the resis-
tance across the gate 28 can be determined and given the
temperature coefficient of resistance, the temperature of the
gate 28 can be determined by dividing the resistance across
the gate 28 by the temperature coefficient of resistance. The
system of FIG. 7B is more compact and of sufficient accuracy,
while providing cost savings.

Having now described the invention in accordance with the
requirements of the patent statutes, those skilled in this art
will understand how to make changes and modifications to
the present invention to meet their specific requirements or
conditions. Such changes and modifications may be made
without departing from the scope and spirit of the invention as
disclosed herein.

The foregoing Detailed Description of exemplary and pre-
ferred embodiments is presented for purposes of illustration
and disclosure in accordance with the requirements of the
law. It is not intended to be exhaustive nor to limit the inven-
tion to the precise form(s) described, but only to enable others
skilled in the art to understand how the invention may be
suited for a particular use or implementation. The possibility
of modifications and variations will be apparent to practitio-
ners skilled in the art. No limitation is intended by the descrip-
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tion of exemplary embodiments which may have included
tolerances, feature dimensions, specific operating conditions,
engineering specifications, or the like, and which may vary
between implementations or with changes to the state of the
art, and no limitation should be implied therefrom. Applicant
has made this disclosure with respect to the current state of the
art, but also contemplates advancements and that adaptations
in the future may take into consideration of those advance-
ments, namely in accordance with the then current state of the
art. Itis intended that the scope of the invention be defined by
the Claims as written and equivalents as applicable. Refer-
enceto a claim element in the singular is not intended to mean
“one and only one” unless explicitly so stated. Moreover, no
element, component, nor method or process step in this dis-
closure is intended to be dedicated to the public regardless of
whether the element, component, or step is explicitly recited
in the Claims. No claim element herein is to be construed
under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. Sec. 112, sixth paragraph,
unless the element is expressly recited using the phrase
“means for . . . ” and no method or process step herein is to be
construed under those provisions unless the step, or steps, are
expressly recited using the phrase “comprising the step(s)
of....”

What is claimed is:

1. A method for monitoring a temperature in a field effect
transistor (FET) having a source, a drain and a gate, the
method comprising:

providing the FET with a first connection electrically con-

nected to the gate near a first end of the gate, a second
connection electrically connected to the gate near the
first end of the gate, a third connection electrically con-
nected to the gate near a second end of the gate, and a
fourth connection electrically connected to the gate near
the second end of the gate;

sensing a first ambient temperature of the FET;

forcing a first current from the third connection to the first

connection;

sensing a first voltage across the second and fourth con-

nection; and

dividing the sensed first voltage by the first current to

obtain a first gate resistance associated with the first
ambient temperature.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

sensing a second ambient temperature of the FET;

forcing a second current from the third connection to the

first connection;

sensing a second voltage across the second connection and

the fourth connection; and

dividing the sensed second voltage by the second currentto

obtain a second gate resistance associated with the sec-
ond ambient temperature.

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising:

deriving a temperature coefficient of resistance for the gate

by dividing a first difference of the second gate resis-
tance minus the first gate resistance by a second differ-
ence of the second ambient temperature minus the first
ambient temperature.

4. The method of claim 2 further comprising:

forming a lookup table of gate resistance versus tempera-

ture.

5. The method of claim 3 further comprising:

forcing a source to drain voltage;

forcing a third current from the third connection to the first

connection;

sensing a third voltage across the second and fourth con-

nection;
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dividing the sensed third voltage by the third current to

obtain a third gate resistance; and

dividing the third gate resistance by the derived tempera-

ture coefficient of resistance to determine a gate tem-
perature.

6. The method of claim 4 further comprising:

forcing a source to drain voltage;

forcing a third current from the third connection to the first

connection;

sensing a third voltage across the second connection and

the fourth connection;

dividing the sensed third voltage by the third current to

obtain a fourth gate resistance; and

using the fourth gate resistance with the lookup table of

gate resistance versus temperature to determine a gate
temperature.

7. The method of claim 5 wherein the third current is
constrained so that the sensed third voltage does not result in
a significant difference to a forced gate to source voltage.

8. The method of claim 2 wherein the third current is
constrained so that the sensed fourth voltage does not result in
a significant difference to a forced gate to source voltage.

9. A method for monitoring a temperature in a field effect
transistor (FET) having a source, a drain and a gate, and
having a first connection electrically connected to the gate
near a first end of the gate, a second connection electrically
connected to the gate near the first end of the gate, a third
connection electrically connected to the gate near a second
end of the gate, and a fourth connection electrically connected
to the gate near the second end of the gate, the method com-
prising:

providing a temperature coefficient of gate resistance;

forcing a current from the third connection to the first

connection;

sensing a second voltage across the second connection and

the fourth connection;
dividing the sensed second voltage by the current to obtain
a gate resistance; and

dividing the gate resistance by the provided temperature
coefficient of gate resistance to determine a gate tem-
perature.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the current is limited so
that the sensed second voltage does not result in a significant
difference to a forced gate to source voltage.

11. A method for monitoring a temperature in a field effect
transistor (FET) having a source, a drain and a gate, the
method comprising:

providing the FET with a first connection electrically con-

nected to the gate near a first end of the gate, and a
second connection electrically connected to the gate
near a second end of the gate;

sensing a first ambient temperature of the FET;

forcing a first current from the first connection to the sec-

ond connection;

sensing a first voltage between the first connection and the

second connection; and

dividing the sensed first voltage by the first current to

obtain a first gate resistance associated with the first
ambient temperature.

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

sensing a second ambient temperature of the FET;

forcing a second current from the first connection to the

second connection;

sensing a second voltage between the first connection and

the second connection; and
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dividing the sensed second voltage by the second currentto
obtain a second gate resistance associated with the sec-
ond ambient temperature.

13. The method of claim 12 further comprising:

deriving a temperature coefficient of resistance for the gate

by dividing a first difference of the second gate resis-
tance minus the first gate resistance by a second differ-
ence of the second ambient temperature minus the first
ambient temperature.

14. The method of claim 12 further comprising:

forming a lookup table of gate resistance versus ambient

temperature.

15. A method for monitoring a temperature in a field effect
transistor (FET) having a source, a drain and a gate, and
having a first connection electrically connected to the gate
near a first end of the gate, and a second connection electri-
cally connected to the gate near a second end of the gate, the
method comprising:

providing a temperature coefficient of gate resistance;

forcing a current from the first connection to the second

connection;

sensing a voltage between the first connection and the

second connection;

dividing the sensed voltage by the current to obtain a gate

resistance; and

dividing the gate resistance by the provided temperature

coefficient of gate resistance to determine a gate tem-
perature.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the current is limited
so that the sensed voltage does not result in a significant
difference to a forced gate to source voltage.
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